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the parameters to your liking. Even small modifications will give you a
more individual, customized sound.

The popularity and accessibility of computer-based recording systems
has increased the number of people making music recordings, greatly ex-
panding the market for recording equipment. The demand for inexpen-
sive microphones, preamplifiers, mixers and monitor speakers has been
met with a new generation of manufacturers who produce equipment in
places where labor is cheap and who sell devices that look much like the
expensive equipment of the traditional recording studio. Many of these
look-alikes actually perform their tasks well, however some simply re-
semble the original device and fail to sound anything like the gear after
which they are modeled. The availability of decent inexpensive recording
equipment has significantly increased, but one must know how to evalu-
ate and select from the plethora of new devices (and presets) introduced.
The increased access to sophisticated recording equipment enabled by
the personal computer has led to a shift in the way musicians think about
recording: where once a commercial studio was the only place to make
recordings, many people now favor doing it themselves at home. Several
large and well-known studios have ceased operation in part due to the
dwindling business caused by the shift to personal and project studios.
Since many of the do-it-yourself practitioners have limited knowledge and
experience, the average quality of the music recordings may have declined.
However, as more and more hobbyist recording engineers gain knowledge
and experience, we may expect a positive effect on the quality of music
recordings.

While a considerable community still regards music recording as a job
for analog tape, the computer-based recording system is here to stay. The
flexibility, power, and economy that it provides are too compelling, and
young recordists adopt the computer naturally. Although early digital
systems were open to criticism for inferior sound quality when compared
to analog recorders, significant improvements have resulted in comparable
sound from computer-based systems. The convenience of the editing and
mixing capabilities of these systems are a final impetus to join the move
to adopt this recording technology for many. As we become comfortable
with the new technical requirements of digital computer-based studios,
they will seem as familiar as the old analog studio.

Although technology will continue to change rapidly, fundamental
principles do not: the purpose of music recording has always been to
convey the music as expressively as possible. Except for those rare cases
when the purpose is to demonstrate gear in a hi-fi store, a high quality
recording of a song no one likes will never take the place of a low qual-
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ity recording of a great song. When excellence in both comes together,
the results are long-lasting. Learning to make good recordings, even with
high-quality and easy-to-use computerized equipment, takes time like any-
thing else. Care, attention to detail, and a good ear are as important as
they ever were, and those are things that are not likely to change in the
next five or even fifty years.



